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Smith Brothers and Wilson 
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This book depicts the origin, growth, 
and spread of the Company during 

the past fifty-five years, 
1897 to 1952 . 
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IN preparing this story it had been my intention to put
into a few pages some permanent record of the work of 

Smith Bros. and Wilson, but the abundance of material 
available soon made it clear that the book would have to be 
enlarged to its present size if. any degree of coverage was to 
be given to fifty-five years of building activity. 

The bulk of the photos and information concerning the 
early years was drawn from scrapbooks which I began to 
keep at Greenwood. At that time the purpose of th se books 
was to keep my mother-in-law informed of the activities of 
my husband Alex and his two brothers. I t  could not then be 
foreseen that these clippings and photos were to make this 
prnsent book possible. 

Not by any means could sixty-eight pages contain a com-
plete record, but it is hoped that the satisfaction I have had 
in its preparation will be reflected, in some measure, by the 
interest of those who read it. 

I wish to record my gratitude to my daughter, Mrs. Ralph 
Argue, for her assistance in research and compilation. I am 
happy to make acknowledgements to the following for their 
interest and help in providing pictures and written material 
as well as in design and production: Mr. C. M. Campbel l -
Mining Engineer, The Fernie Free Press, Mr. Eric Knowles, 
Mr. Harold G. Long of the Lethbridge Herald, Mr. H. N. 
MacCorki:ndale, Mr. Alexander Smith Tinling, Mr. Ronald 
T. Jackson, Mr. Glen C. Hyatt, Members of the Board and
Employees of the Company.

1703 Cedar Crescent, 
Vancouver, B. C. 
December 1st, 1952. 



Greenwood, B. C . ,  in the Boundary Country, where the Company originated in Canada 
and opernted £rom 1897 to 1903. 



The Early Years . . 
Duncan, Alexander, and Donald D. Smith were born 

near Owen Sound, Ontario, of Scottish parents who 
came by sailing ship from the Isle of Islay, Scotland. 
The family moved to Manitoulin Island in 1877. In 
1881 Dunc and Alex, at the ages of twenty and sixteen 
went to Duluth, Minnesota, the rest of the family follow-
ing in 1890. Dunc was foreman of a construction crew 
for the C.P.R. at Jackfish Bay on Lake Superior in 1882, 
Alex working under him. Upon completion of that con-
tract, Dunc went west into Washington Territory (now 
the State of Washington), later settling in Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, where he was Mayor for several years. 
There he owned and operated a sash and door factory. 
Alex worked at various lumber camps near Duluth. 

In time Alex and a brother-in-law bought timber 
rights, and built and operated their own lumber camps 
on the shores of Lake Superior, both in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. D. D, also worked in the camps. When 
the weather was unsuitable for logging, he and Alex 
built houses, a school, and other buildings in Duluth. 
They continued in the logging business until the spring 
of 1897, when D. D. joined Duncan in Coeur d' Alene, 
Idaho. A few months later the sash and door factory 
burned. They then began taking conh'acts for buildings 
in Spokane Falls (now Spokane, Washington), under 
the name of Smith Brothers. 

Late in tJ1e fall of 1897, D. D. went to a new mining 
camp in B. C. (later called Greenwood), the last eighty 
miles by stage. The ore was of a very high grade, and 
prospects seemed excellent, so he sent for Dunc, who 
also had to come the last eighty miles by stage, the 
Kettle Valley Railroad not being completed until late 
in 1899. A new company was formed in that yea r -
Smith Bros. & Ti·avis. The town grew rapidly, and they 
built churches, business blocks, and many houses. In 
July Alex also came out from Duluth by the same route.· 

· A short time later Mr. Travis resigned, and the company 
again became Smith Brothers. The "Glory Hole" 
(copper), at Phoenix was operating at that time, and 
they consb:ucted many houses, busil'!ess blocks, and DONALD D. SMITH 



mine buildings in the thriving community, 
operating at first from Greenwood. In 
1901 D. D. opened a branch in Phoenix. 

In the same year Alex moved to Grand 
Forks, B.C., where the brothers had re-
ceived a contract from the Granby Com-
pany for one of the first copper smelters 

to be built in Canada, on the north fork 
of the Kettle River. This was their first 
really large contract and this site soon 
became a hive of activity. After several 
months the first molten copper was 
poured, the glow at night being visible a 
mile or more from the plant. 

• 
THEIR FIRST REALLY LARGE CONTRACT 

The Granby Smeltel', Grand Forks, B. C. - (1901- 1902). 
The Granby Smelter reached the position of being the largest non-fel'rous smelter in the British Empire and the· 

second, or third, largest in the world. It was one of the first to introduce mechanical charging. Twenty million tons 
of metalliferous rock passed through the smelter, Heaps 0£ slag a mile long are mon11mcnts to that period of mining: 
activity, and are a striking feati,m; of the landscape today. 



Homes of D. D., Alexander, and Duncan Smith, Grand Forks, built in 1902. 

About a year later Dunc and D.D. came and the three brothers built homes side by 
side at the foot of Observation Mountain. After completing the smelter they built a 
school, business blocks, many houses and in 1902, a school at Revelstoke. 



Tipple and mine buildings at Coleman, Alberta, built in 1903•5 for the 
International Coal and Coke Company. This was the first sod turned 

on the new town ite. 

INTO THE CROW'S NEST PASS 
In 1904 D.D. moved to Fernie, B. G., 

where they had contracts for the Trites-
Woods Company. Later that year, Dunc 
and Alex moved to Coleman, Alberta, hav-
ing been awarded contracts there by the 
International Coal and Coke Company for 
the manager's home and mine buildings. 
Later they secured contracts for an hotel, 
a school, churches, houses and other build-
ings. For a few months, until the hotel 
was completed, they had no shelter . but 
a shack which also· served as an office 
where they drew plans and made out 
speci£cations for many of the buildings in 

Coleman, Blairmore and Frank. A little 
later they built their own sash and door 
and finishing plant. They bought a small 
store and on that site built the main 
general store of the village, The Coleman 
Mercantile Company, a manager being in 
charge. The Smith Bros. office and living 
quarters for the two families were above. 
Jack Wilson became a partner and the firm 
henceforth has been known as Smith Bros. 
and Wilson. 

At this time they got many contracts 
in Frank, six miles distant, a large portion 
of the old town having been destroyed by 

•



the great slide in 1903. In the early sum-
mer of 1905 terrific forest fires raged 
throughout the Crow's est Pass. All able 
bodied men were ordered out to fight the 
blaze. The wind turned, blowing fire-
brands and sparks on the frame buildings 
in the main business section of Coleman 
in almo·st the narrowest section of the Pass. 
With all the men away at the main fire, 
the sash and door plant burned to the 
ground. A phone call brought Dunc and 
Alex up from Frank in a hurry and that 
very evening, before the ashes were· cold, 
rebuilding began. 

In the fall of 1905 they secured the 
contract for the first large zinc smelter 
to be built in Canada, at Frank, Alberta, 
where Alex and his family moved. Earl 

Grey, then Governor-General, took part 
in the opening ceremonies. This was built 
for French interests who also owned the 
zinc mines nearby and needed the smelter 
neai: the coal mines of Turtle Mountain. 
This building, though prima!·ily of brick 
construction, contained mory than 450,000 
board feet of lumber in the roof and ore 
bins. 

In spite of geologists' warnings that 
another slide might occur at any time, the 
building of the smelter and the rebuilding 
of Frank went on":- Frequently masses of 
rock would crash down the bare face of 
Turtle Mountain less than a mile q.way. 
In later years the mines failed to produce 
sufficient ore and the smelter is now 
only ruins. 

Zinc Smelter, Frank,, Alberta, under construction - (1905). 



EASTWARD TO THE PRAIRIES - - -1905 

In 1905 Duncau moved to Lethbridge, where the Company had obtained contracts for the Bentley Block, Hudson's Bay 
store (above) and the Nurses' Home for Galt Hospital. Other contracts followed rapidly in the thriving prairie town. 

Central School 
(1908). 

Y.M.C.A
(1909).



Lcthbridgc Brewery-Original contract in 1907, and an addition built in 1914. 

Manual Training School, Lethbridge - 1912, formally opened by 
Utt: Duke 9£ c;:onnaught, GovemQr•Gener,11 at tb,1t time, 



Lethbddge Court House,  909, built of stone and brick, the interior finished in exceptionally fine panelling. 

AT LETHBRIDGE 

Sherlock Buildh1g, the fh·st three storeys built in 
1909, two more added later. It was the first 6.rep1·oof, 
steel reinforced concrete building in Lcthpridge, 

Among otlier contracts in those 
busy years were the new Power Plant 
and the Filtration Plant on the flats 
of the Old Man River, in the coulee 
below the city. The Filtration Plant 
was one of the most modern in oper-
ation on the continent at that time, 
1917-1918. At about the same time 
they constructed the head gates on 
the Saint Mary's River for the Alberta 
Railroad and Irrigation System, later 
taken over by the C.P.R. In the early 
1920's the Lethbridge Northern Irri-
gation System, made possible by 
damming the Old Man River in the 
foothills, was organized. Smith Bros. 
& \\Tilson obtained the contract for 
many of the bridges and gates on the 
"big ditch". 




















































































































	SBW old brochure part 1.pdf
	SBW old brochure part 2
	SBW old brochure part 3
	SBW old brochure part 4



